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Paul Martin has two stops in the city this week (The Vancouver Sun 
B3; 2003.12.03; unattributed)  

Incoming Liberal prime minister Paul Martin has at least two engagements in Vancouver 
during his visit here later this week.  

Thursday even-ing he will be feted at a fund raiser at the Sheraton Wall Centre.  

Friday, with high-level schmoozing out of the way, he will deliver opening remarks at the 
Western Canadian Environmental Technology Forum. 

Stephen Owen Comments on Dhaliwal’s Retirement (Almanac; CBU-
AM; 2003.12.03; Mark Forsythe) 
 
MARK FORSYTHE (HOST): Nature abhors a vacuum and so does the political scene. 
But with the departure of Herb Dhaliwal, political pundits are asking the question, who 
will replace Dhaliwal as the senior MP in Ottawa from British Columbia. Mr. Dhaliwal 
announced this morning that he is leaving for personal reasons. He says it has nothing 
to do with a falling out last year with Paul Martin, the Prime Minister in waiting. And here 
is what he told Rick Cluff this morning on the CBC's Early Edition. 
 
[HERB DHALIWAL (LIBERAL MP)] 
 
FORSYTHE: That is BC's Senior Liberal MP, Herb Dhaliwal. Joining us on the phone for 
reaction is cabinet colleague Stephen Owen, Secretary of State for Western Economic 
Diversification. And good afternoon for you. 
 
STEPHEN OWEN (WESTERN ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION): Good afternoon Mark. 
I thought you were calling me to talk about the exciting Western Canadian 
Environmental Technologies forum that we are opening tomorrow. 
 
FORSYTHE: We'll get to that, okay? But I want your reaction to Mr. Dhaliwal's 
departure. What do you think? 
 

 



OWEN: Well, I think as the clip, the quote from Herb mentioned, he has dedicated 10 
years to the public service of this country. He has served in three major portfolios, 
National Revenue, Fisheries, and Natural Resources. And his wife has not been well, as 
he has said publicly, recently, and he wants to get back to his business and I think we 
should take it as simply someone who has taken 10 years out of their life and dedicated 
it to the public interest. 
 
FORSYTHE: He also hopes that what he has done has paved the way for more Indo-
Canadian people to go after positions like this within government. And how much of a 
loss do you think that is in itself in terms of representing that community? 
 
OWEN: Well, its significant of course and Herb Dhaliwal was the first federal minister o 
Indo-Canadian decent and that is a very significant milestone and reflection on the 
diversity of our country. That being said, I think that, you know, certainly my experience 
has been in Vancouver and my riding, which is one of the most diverse cities and ridings 
in the country, culturally, is that people really, I think there is a very genuine colour 
blindness in Canadian society and that is increasing all the time. And what people are 
most interested in is elected representatives who both, represent and understand, on 
some stand of issues, the things that are important to the diversity of Canadians. That 
being said, we are all encouraging people from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds 
to take part in public life so that the parliament of Canada reflects the diversity of the 
country. And so, that's a short term loss. I have no doubt that it will be, that that vacuum 
will be filled very quickly. 
 
FORSYTHE: Do you think it might be by Ujjal Dosanjh? As you know there is lots of 
speculation around the former Premier's possibility of running. 
 
OWEN: Well, that would be a great addition to the national public life and interest to this 
country if Ujjal Dosanjh became a Member of Parliament. He certainly is someone that I 
have worked with closely before. I was deputy Attorney General when he was Attorney 
General so I know the character of the man and he would be welcomed into our fold. 
 
FORSYTHE: Have you encouraged him to do that? Have you encouraged him? 
 
OWEN: Well, I've, um, certainly, he knows that he would have my full support if he 
wanted to go in that direction. 
 
FORSYTHE: Herb Dhaliwal. 
 
OWEN: Yes, I have discussed it. 
 
FORSYTHE: You have discussed it. Okay. Herb Dhaliwal was the senior Liberal MP for 
this province and what do you think the chances are that you would replace him as the 
lead minister from BC. 
 
OWEN: I have no idea and I don't mean to be evasive but that hasn't been discussed 
with me and I haven't given it a great deal of thought. But I think whoever becomes the 
lead minister for BC, I think we should all treat that as somewhat nominal anyway in that 
every elected MP from British Columbia should be representing as strongly as possible 
the whole interests of British Columbia in the national capital. And that is, frankly, the 
way that we as a Liberal caucus from BC have tried to work in any event. So its first 



among equals. I don't, its not a role I covet and I don't think it really matters that much 
who has the nominal role. 
 
FORSYTHE: Well, its no secret Mr. Dhaliwal was a friend of Jean Chr'tien, a strong 
supporter in the province. Does that imply that it is more than likely the lead minister will 
be a supporter, a strong supporter of Paul Martin? 
 
OWEN: Well, I think the lead minister in each province, almost by definition, is a strong 
supporter of the Prime Minister because the person is appointed by the Prime Minister. 
So, yes, I think that follows. 
 
FORSYTHE: John Manley is leaving. And when Paul Martin takes over next Friday, are 
you expecting a lot of new faces in cabinet? 
 
OWEN: I think so. That certainly seems to be the message that is being given very 
clearly by the transition team that this will be a new government and there will be 
dramatic change not to undo, I think, the good work that has been done in the past, but 
to build on that platform in a way that shows new vision and for the times and I think 
we're all, we all have been led to expect that that will include some major changes in 
cabinet, but also some major changes in the role of back bench MPs through 
committees, as well as parliamentary secretaries, and the whole role of caucus and 
developing policy. In fact we're in the middle today of a national caucus directed at 
developing the speech from the throne which will open parliament early in the new year 
which will set out the new priorities. At least, in my short three years of experience here, 
I've never seen the caucus, at least the previous two throne speeches directly involved 
in developing the throne speech. It has gone the other way around. 
 
FORSYTHE: We should move on to talk about what you mentioned at the beginning, 
which is you are going to be on the West Coast tomorrow to host this Environmental 
Technology forum. At the same time, Mr. Martin, today has indicated he is cool on parts 
of the Kyoto accord, which would tie in directly with this environmental technology forum 
in the future. Do you see two messages coming from your government on the 
environment right now? 
 
OWEN: Oh, I don't think so. I think cool is good. That is lowering the temperature, 
particularly with respect to global warming. 
 
FORSYTHE: Depends how you read that headline, doesn't it? 
 
OWEN: I read it very positively. Well, no, I am coming back to British Columbia tonight 
so that, to do a number of things tomorrow. One, to announce, make a major 
announcement with the province in terms of a new economic development partnership, 
and a very heavily funded partnership, that we will do jointly. But the other thing is to 
open tomorrow night with a reception, but then to open formally on Friday morning with 
Paul Martin, this Western Canadian Environmental Technologies forum which will bring 
together a hundred leaders from environmental technology companies, research 
centers, public officials involved with energy issues and scientists to look at who is 
leading the way, what is the best action plan for western Canada, with or without Kyoto, 
how we can capitalize on the growing demand around the world for environmental 
technologies, in the way that really reinforces energy with the environment. 
 



FORSYTHE: But doesn't it worry you though that Mr. Martin could be backing away from 
full support of Kyoto? 
 
OWEN: Gosh Mark, I hope CBC is well represented at 8:15 on Friday morning at the 
Dialogue Centre at downtown SFU Campus because he and I will be opening that and I 
am sure he will be speaking very favorably towards the opportunities and the imperative 
really of environmental technologies. And Kyoto, no, I don't think we will be backing 
away from it under Paul Martin's leadership in any way that would suggest that 
environmentally friendly, advanced innovative technologies aren't only the way in the 
future for our health and the integrity of the environment, but also as the largest business 
opportunity that exists globally. It, very soon, it is going to reach a trillion dollar business, 
environmental technologies around the world. And the countries which are most 
populous and most polluting because they are at a lower stage in their industrial cycle, of 
China and India and Indonesia and Brazil, are all clamoring for environmental 
technologies that are affordable that can save them, and all of us really, because its on 
biosphere and that pollution all goes into the same system, but to save them from 
choking on their own industrial strength. China itself has been talking over the last week 
at, perhaps, raising its air emissions pollution standards to the highest in the world to 
deal with this choking consequence of its growing economy and the rapid increase in the 
number of motor vehicles. 
 
FORSYTHE: Okay Mr. Owen, our time is gone. Thank you very much. 
 
OWEN: Well, see you Friday morning. Thanks Mark. 
 
FORSYTHE: Stephen Owen, a BC MP and Minister of State for Western Economic 
Diversification. 
 
Interview with Stephen Owen (The Bill Good Show; CKNW-AM 980; 
2003.12.04; Bill Good) 
 
BILL GOOD (CKNW-AM): Stephen Owen is Secretary of State for Western Economic 
Diversification and Indian Affairs and Northern Development, MP for Vancouver Quadra, 
good morning. 
 
STEPHEN OWEN (Secretary of State, Western Economic Diversification Canada and 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development): Good morning. 
 
GOOD: You're here chairing a forum on environmental technologies. 
 
OWEN: I am. I got in from Ottawa last night and we are starting this evening with a 
reception of about 100 leaders in western Canada in environmental technologies. 
They're scientists, they're business people, they're academics, researchers and 
government representatives looking to see how we can take the opportunity to reconcile 
environmental integrity with business opportunities to development environmental 
technologies. And it's a booming business. 
 
GOOD: There must be a lot of talk there about Kyoto, the environmental accord. 
 



OWEN: Well there is, and Kyoto is of course in itself with respect to greenhouse gas 
emissions, but really Kyoto to me is something much broader. It's... really a metaphor or 
a symbol of environmental integrity much... in a much broader way and how, as a world, 
we're going to actually deal with pollution and whether it's in ground water systems or 
whether it's air pollution or whatever... and we've got to harness the market and that's 
what really we're looking at. To provide the innovation to create the solutions that lower 
energy costs, that develop alternative non-polluting energy sources like wind, and solar 
and geothermal and turn... and mass produce those in a way that drops the cost so that 
we can transfer, in a business way but at an affordable cost, that technology to the rest 
of the world. 
 
GOOD: Can Kyoto be anything more than a metaphor if the United States and now it 
appears Russia refuse to sign on. 
 
OWEN: Well I think it can in this sense, California has the highest air emission pollution 
standards in the world and they have been rapidly developing their environmental 
technologies to meet the need as they raise the standards to then mass-produce less 
polluting motor vehicles for one thing. China last week announced that it was looking... 
starting to look heavily at lower pollution motor vehicles. Either hybrid electric-gas, or 
looking at fuel cells, because with their very rapidly expanding economy and the 
incredible increase in the number of motor vehicles in China, they're worried about... 
choking themselves... 
 
Martin promises to help develop environmental technology 
(CKNW/AM980; www.cknw.com; 2003.12.05; unattributed) 
 
Canada's next Prime Minister has promised to work with western leaders in 
environmental technology, to help develop the growing industry. In opening the "Western 
Canadian Environmental Technology Forum", Paul Martin praised Vancouver's Wosk 
Centre for Dialogue as an awe-inspiring room that makes him feel like he's at the United 
Nations.  
 
The PM-in-waiting says to open up the $750 billion global market to Western Canada, 
government and the private sector must work with the industry to penetrate foreign 
markets. Martin says it's not going to be done in a market of 30 million people, rather it 
will happen in a market of 2 to 3 billion. Martin says sustainable environmental practices 
are critical if Canada moves ahead in the so-called "modern economy". 
 
Opportunity in env. tech: Martin (CBC; www.cbc.ca; 2003.12.05; 
unattributed) 
 
 VANCOUVER - Canada's next prime minister says the country's economic future 
depends in part on the success of environmental technology. At a forum in Vancouver, 
Paul Martin, who takes office on Dec. 12, told industry leaders that world markets are 
increasingly demanding environmentally sustainable technology. And he said Western 
Canada has a tremendous opportunity to capitalize on these markets. "Over the course 
of the next generation, China and India are going to become massive economic 
superpowers," he said. "And in fact, if they do so in the way we became strong 
economies, then the cost to nature and the cost to the planet are simply going to be 



catastrophic. The development of new technologies, much of which I hope comes from 
here, is going to be absolutely key." Martin said his government will support Western 
Canada to ensure the success of the environmental technology sector. 
 
Martin and Kyoto (Broadcast News; 2003.12.05; unattributed) 
 
VANCOUVER -- Paul Martin says environmental technology will be an economic priority 
for his government and the Kyoto Accord will be an incentive. Martin told an 
environmental technology forum in Vancouver that he supports the Accord -- which aims 
at cutting greenhouses gases -- and believes it's one of the tools to improve the quality 
of life world-wide. He says there's no choice but to deal with the vast range of 
environmental pressures. The Liberal leader says the problem with the Kyoto Accord is 
that Canada and most other countries haven't laid out a clear plan to achieve 
environmental targets.  Martin also says if the government sells its Petro Canada shares, 
the profits should be devoted to environmental technologies.  
 
Kyoto accord not dead, Martin says (Globe and Mail; A10; 2003.12.06; 
Mark Hume) 
  
Vancouver - Don't bury the Kyoto accord just yet, Paul Martin cautioned Friday as he 
clarified his position on the controversial international agreement that is aimed at 
reducing global warming. 
 
“Was it Mark Twain [who] said, ‘Reports of my death are premature?'” Mr. Martin replied 
when asked at a press conference whether Kyoto is dead. “I don't think that that is the 
case. Let's see what happens.” 
 
Earlier this week, Mr. Martin, who becomes prime minister next week, seemed to be 
distancing himself from Kyoto after a senior adviser to President Vladimir Putin said 
Russia would not ratify the accord. 
 
If Russia joins Australia and the United States in rejecting Kyoto, the accord will not have 
the support it needs from developed countries to be implemented globally. 
 
But Mr. Martin said he remains committed to Kyoto's ideals because it makes economic 
and environmental sense - both for Canada and the world - to demand cleaner air and 
water. 
 
However, he said the Kyoto Protocol and Ottawa's response, the Climate Change Plan 
for Canada, which was unveiled last year, aren't adequate as they stand. “I went to the 
Rio conference where the whole idea of an international agreement to deal with climate 
change began,” he said after a conference in Vancouver on environment technologies. 
 
“The failure at Rio was that everybody agreed and they didn't work out a plan. My view is 
that if you have an objective, then it's absolutely crucial that you lay out a clear plan to 
achieve it. I support Kyoto. The problem is that we have not as a country and, in fact, 
most other countries are in exactly the same boat. [They] have not laid out a plan step 
by step. ...I think that's what we have to do. 
 



“I think that what we've really got to do is to basically get out of the abstract and get 
down to the concrete - develop those plans,” Mr. Martin said. 
 
At the Western Canadian Environmental Technology Forum, which drew together 
political and industrial leaders from across the West, Mr. Martin heard that a social or 
economic force is needed to drive the development of environmentally friendly 
technologies. 
 
“I think in terms of environmental technologies, Kyoto is one of the drivers, but I think 
that the main driver is the necessity to have a higher quality of life, both in this country 
[and] worldwide,” Mr. Martin said. He said the development of new technologies is the 
way to deal with the increasing pressures on the environment. 
 
“For the last 200 years, it has in fact been the development of new technologies which 
has allowed us to deal with the pressures of increasing populations.” 
 
At the conference, to which Stephen Owen, Secretary of State for Western Economic 
Diversification played host, Mr. Martin was asked how industry could best work with 
government to promote the development of environmental technologies. He said he 
wants clear, precise signals as to how government can help stimulate the industry. 
“Come to us and say and do these three things. Get them right and then we'll do the next 
three. .. Come to us with a couple of concrete suggestions,” said Mr. Martin, who 
complained that industry often comes to Ottawa with vague proposals or endless 
shopping lists. 
 
On the rim of the nation, the new boss is looking good (Globe and 
Mail; A21; 2003.12.09; Paul Sullivan) 
 
He won't officially be prime minister for a few days, but when Paul Martin came to 
Vancouver last week, he was definitely the boss. The main item on the agenda was a 
fundraiser, which was enthusiastically attended by 1,500 Liberals and Liberal wannabes 
who came to tug their forelocks and get close to the power. It is the kind of thing we on 
the rim of the nation expect from our prime ministers: They come to town when they 
want something -- money, usually. But then Mr. Martin did something that I (for one) 
would like to expect: He turned up the next morning, jet-lagged and gravelly voiced, at 
the Western Canadian Environmental Technologies Forum, held in the splendour of 
Simon Fraser University's Wosk Centre for Dialogue. 
 
His presence at what would otherwise be dismissed as a wonk-fest for people interested 
in alternative energy, "including fuel cells, clean-fuel technologies, small-scale hydro and 
biomass co-generation systems," brought out a strong showing of local MPs. Some, like 
Hedy Fry and Sophie Leung, need all the face time they can get with the new boss, as 
they're expected to encounter strong nomination challenges from freshly minted Liberals 
such as former NDP premier Ujjal Dosanjh. 
 
Stephen Owen was there, comfortably installed at the boss's right hand, because he's 
secretary of state for Western economic diversification, the meeting's host. Environment 
Minister David Anderson was . . . elsewhere in the room. A fly on the wall at the meeting 
to arrange the seating would have been entertained throughout. 
 



But I want to suspend journalistic disbelief long enough to refer back to the last time I 
watched a prime minister interact with the locals. High-tech was hip, and Jean Chretien 
was here to meet with the local community. His people set up a ridiculous photo-op in a 
trendy, crowded Yaletown bar. To demonstrate his own street cred, the "little guy" posed 
with a cue at a pool table, then was whisked off to a brief, private huddle with selected 
alpha high-tech types, leaving the media to bark for scraps outside the door. 
 
Friday, Mr. Martin hung in there for more than an hour discussing enviro-tech policy in 
full view of the media. If the new boss was trying to differentiate himself from the old 
boss, he succeeded. 
 
This industry is actually the future, especially if we expect to hang onto our cushy 
lifestyles and not choke in our own waste. Yet, according to a 2003 Conference Board of 
Canada study, Western Canada ranks last in the nation for R&D expenditures as a 
percentage of GDP, and has the lowest number of degrees in science and engineering. 
And because the West depends so heavily on resource industries, the impact of the 
Kyoto accord, which calls for a massive reduction in greenhouse-gas emissions (to 
which Canada and Mr. Martin are still committed, despite reports to the contrary), will 
come down hardest on us. 
 
This forum was a good idea from Mr. Owen's people, and Mr. Martin's presence was a 
better idea. As well, his performance was gratifying -- folksy, attentive and 
knowledgeable. He was clear about what he wanted at the end of the day -- a few 
practical initiatives that don't just entail federal handouts. Then, as enviro-tech people 
from across the West rolled up their sleeves, he faced the media, again outlining his 
position on Kyoto -- he supports the accord, but Canada has no plan for making it work. 
 
Well, duh. Mr. Chretien rushed Parliament into endorsing the accord before ascending 
into the clouds, and left his usurper to figure out the details. And meetings such as the 
Western Canadian Environmental Technology Forum are exactly the right places to 
hammer out such details, among people who know what they're talking about, what's at 
stake and what will work. One idea, for example, calls for using environmental 
technology to develop rural and remote communities, an idea that can be used as a 
model for similar developments in emerging nations. Sort of like Candu without the 
fallout. 
 
In Nirvana, Jack Layton and Stephen Harper/Peter MacKay would be there as well, 
learning about the real challenges and opportunities presented by environmental 
technology. Unfortunately, this is Vancouver, not Nirvana, although we occasionally get 
the two confused. And it would have been nice if the new boss had stuck around and 
talked turkey for the rest of the day. But affairs of state, etc. 
 
However, if he wants to cure Western alienation, what we need is more of the same: the 
real -- not the posed -- presence of the prime minister of Canada, in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Regina, Winnipeg, wherever Western Canadians meet to wrestle with the 
real challenges we face every day. 
 
We need a PM like Bill Clinton without the bimbos, someone who actually understands 
and cares about policy. Could Paul Martin be that PM? If his turn at the enviro-tech 
meeting means anything, he can be. And after 10 years of tokens and trinkets from 
Ottawa, he'd better be. 



 
Martin promotes eco-friendly industry (Toronto Star; A04; 2003.12.06; 
Daniel Girard) 
 
No matter what the fate of the Kyoto accord on climate change, Canada must do more to 
protect the world's environment, says incoming prime minister Paul Martin. Attending an 
environmental technologies forum here yesterday, Martin said his government is going 
to put "an enormous amount of emphasis" on green industry because it's good for the 
planet- and Canadian business. 
 
"Over the course of the next generation, China and India are going to become massive 
economic superpowers," he told about 125 delegates. And, if they do so in the way that 
we became strong economies, then the costs to nature and the planet are simply going 
to be catastrophic. The development of new technologies, much of which I hope comes 
from here, is going to be absolutely key." 
 
Martin offered no specifics during a 60-minute discussion, of how Ottawa will help the 
businesses. But he said there is a global market that Canadian firms can take advantage 
of, which will ease greenhouse gas emissions. That will not change even if Kyoto is not 
ratified, Martin later told reporters. The fact is the quality of life that comes out of clean 
air, clean water ... has its own impetus and its own merit regardless of what international 
treaties are being signed," he said. The future of the Kyoto accord was thrown into 
question this week when Russia first said it could not ratify it, then backtracked. 
 
 
Making money being green (www.globeinvestor.com; 2003.12.10; Paul 
Sullivan) 
 
There’s something appealing - and dangerous - about the idea that the people who 
brought us smog, global warming, and DDT are the same people who are going to 
restore that rosy glow to Mother Earth’s complexion. 
 
Grumbling from Greenpeace aside, that’s what appears to be happening. It turns out that 
cleaning up the planet is good for business. In B.C. alone, says the Globe Foundation of 
Canada, the environmental business sector numbers 800 companies employing 22,000 
people and generating annual revenues of $1.8 billion. In Alberta, with its dominant oil 
and gas industry, the numbers are even more impressive: $3.2-billion in revenue from 
roughly the same number of businesses. 
 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba are smaller, but no less active. Together, they have 646 
environmental businesses, with revenues around half a billion dollars. Saskatchewan 
has become a world leader in the area of water supply, waste-water treatment, and 
groundwater, while Manitoba companies are particularly adept at dealing with 
environmental damage to water, air, and soil.  
 
Most of these businesses are small-to-medium enterprises. In Alberta, roughly half have 
fewer than 15 employees. Some are well known enviro-tech pioneers, such as B.C.’s 
Ballard Power Systems Inc., a world leader in the development of hydrogen powered 
engines, and MacDonald Dettwiler and Associates Ltd., the outstanding satellite 
computer-imaging company that is literally re-mapping the world. 



 
Others are less well known, but are doing things that are just as exciting. Victoria’s 
Carmanah Technologies Inc. produces light with a solar-powered light-emitting diode, 
and is lighting up bus stops in London, England. Carmanah is small, like most of these 
fledgling enviro-tech businesses, with revenues of about $10 million this year, but it’s got 
big ideas: 
 
“The Holy Grail in advancement of the LEDS is general illuminations, when we can light 
our offices and our streets,” says CEO Art Aylesworth, but it’s “off a ways yet.” 
 
John MacDonald, founder of MacDonald Dettwiler, in a move characteristic of so many 
environmental entrepreneurs who never stop looking over the horizon, has started a new 
company of his own - Day4 Energy Inc. The name has biblical overtones: Day 4 was the 
day God made the sun to shine, according to Genesis. Vancouver’s MacDonald is 
focusing on producing electricity directly from the sun or photovoltaics (PV). Day4 is so 
new that its Web site is still under construction, but a single page explains the 
proposition: “The cost of PV has prevented it from being widely used to produce 
electricity, (with) currently only 0.03% of world consumption. Day4 Energy Inc. has 
developed new PV technology that will significantly reduce the cost of PV to the end-
user, and make grid connected PV systems a significant part of the world's energy 
system.” 
 
With more than 2,000 businesses at work in the West feverishly exploring ways to 
provide cheap, non-polluting energy, turning resource industries into high-tech pioneers, 
and cleaning up the mess left by the industrial revolution, it would be nice to think 
environmental deliverance is at hand. But as with most fledgling industries, Western 
Canada’s enviro-tech industry is still vulnerable to problems of scale. So Mr. MacDonald 
was one of several hundred industry, government and non-government-organization 
representatives at a forum in Vancouver last Friday in search of some alternative energy 
to apply to the sector’s challenges. 
 
The Western Canadian Environmental Technologies Forum was held at Simon Fraser 
University’s Wosk Centre for Dialogue, an impressive in-the-round conference room that 
makes delegates feel as if they’re addressing the UN General Assembly. That feeling 
was underscored by the presence of near-prime-minister Paul Martin, who helped open 
the forum and gave it an international scope - noting that China and India are emerging 
superpowers who simply cannot take the same dirty path to development as the West, 
or the impact on the planet will be “catastrophic.” Technology, and especially 
environmental technology, will be the key.  
 
And if altruism isn’t a powerful enough driver, export is vital to Western Canada’s 
environmental technology businesses, because the Canadian market is simply too small 
to support the growth that will allow the sector to mature. If, for example, we can 
successfully develop and market clean-burning coal technology, we will be able to open 
markets in countries such as Indonesia, which are big coal burners. 
 
Speaking of powerful drivers, the day-long forum was organized and sponsored by 
Stephen Owen, the federal minister in charge of western economic diversification, and a 
man who has worked his entire career to bring environmentally sound technology to 
developing nations. This was an opportunity to bring together his two great missions - 



the developing economies of the world and the developing economy of Western 
Canada. 
 
Once Mr. Martin left the building, the delegates got down to business and spent the day 
putting their concerns and ideas on the table. According to David Helliwell, senior policy 
advisor in Mr. Owen’s office, there were three ideas that surfaced again and again:  
 
• access to capital, always a challenge for small businesses;  
• addressing regulatory mechanisms that are often outdated - many “green” buildings 

are illegal according to current codes;  
• demonstration projects - especially projects that fold in a large number of 

environmental technologies. One idea: basing the development of remote and rural 
communities on environmental technology, which could be a win-win-win - for First 
Nations communities, developing nations, and, of course, western Canadian 
business.  

 
With this Forum, Mr. Owen has transformed the former Western Economic 
Diversification Fund from a moribund pork barrel into an enabling resource, a more 
appropriate role for Ottawa. Still, there is money, potentially a lot of money, to help get 
some of these initiatives off the ground - Sustainable Development Technology Canada 
has $350-million to invest, and Mr. Martin hinted that when Ottawa sells Petro-Canada, it 
could mean a billion dollars in loans that could open the door to matching billions from 
the private investment sector. 
 
That kind of money will turn on a lot of light-emitting diodes over the heads of western 
Canadian entrepreneurs. As Paul Martin likes to say, “the government can’t pick winners 
in industry, but government has a responsibility to pick winning industries” and now that 
government is under new management, it seems serious about the greening of western 
Canadian business. 
 
 
Study cites emerging environmental technology sector  (Business in 
Vancouver; www.biv.com; 2003.12.11; Glenn Drexhage) 
 
Vancouver is often touted as a locale for high-tech clusters, from wireless companies to 
biotech firms to new media. Now another group is surfacing: environmental technology.  
 
The sector's emergence is underscored by a new Vancouver Economic Development 
Commission study.  
 
"It's a pretty vital sector here in greater Vancouver," said Ken Veldeman, the 
commission's director of business development.  
 
It also has a wide-ranging membership that includes companies involved in a range of 
specialties, such as fuel cells, waste management, consulting and environmental labs.  
 
The VEDC report, which was based on interviews with 58 firms, states that Vancouver's 
environmental industry includes about 200 firms across the spectrum.  
 



It contributes about $2 billion annually to B.C.'s GDP, which in 2002 is estimated to be 
$135.6 billion.  
 
Yet the industry's diversity also presents a challenge.  
 
"One of the reasons why the environmental technology sector has sort of flown under 
the radar screen is because it's so wide-ranging," Veldeman said.  
 
Scott Akenhead, CEO of consultancy The Sheltair Group Inc. (which was not featured in 
the study), had a similar response. "The problem is that the field is so diverse, there's a 
whole unit of sub-clusters, some of which are effective, and others which are not."  
 
For example, although fuel cells are included under the environmental umbrella, the fuel 
cell industry is often touted as a hot local cluster on its own.  
 
"The issue is to pull all these clusters into a more viable organization and to reduce the 
internecine competition so that we can get together on larger projects," Akenhead said.  
 
It's a big order, but the believers feel it can be done. The VEDC's recommendations 
include consolidating efforts among varying levels of government, which sometime 
appear disconnected from the companies.  
 
Veldeman noted that this finding didn't suggest a government wish list on behalf of 
Vancouver's environmental firms. Rather, it was a call for a more cohesive level of 
support. "There's a role to play there from a public perspective, and if that awareness is 
increased, there's going to be flow-down benefits."  
 
One step in the process occurred last week, when a two-day forum on the environmental 
technology sector in western Canada was held in Vancouver. The forum, put on by 
Western Economic Diversification Canada, included an appearance by Liberal leader 
Paul Martin.  
 
The VEDC also recommends establishing a Centre of Environmental Excellence that 
could act as an incubator for local companies and showcase the region's top 
technologies.  
 
However, the centre is just a concept, and crucial items - such as who would pay for the 
site - remain to be tackled.  
 
Currently, 80 per cent of environmental work in Vancouver consists of consulting, with 
the remainder in manufacturing. While some might be concerned about such an 
imbalance, Akenhead believes it's a sign of the future. "That's the way the world is going 
to be. In the future, Canadian creativity and education will pay off in the export of 
complex services, not in the export of simple manufacturing goods."  
 
Survey respondents noted that Vancouver offered many benefits as a business centre. 
Top of the list is the city's quality of life. Other attributes included access to local markets 
and key industries, proximity to academic institutions and the ability to hire specialized 
staff.  
 



Yet numerous obstacles remain. High costs of living and doing business were cited as 
key concerns, along with other topics such as a lack of head offices, a relatively small 
manufacturing base, taxation issues and a skills shortage.  
 
Some of the study's respondents noted that while young people often start their careers 
in Vancouver, they move on to advance. "From a business perspective, this is a big 
problem for this region," stated the study.  
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